THE NATURE AND SOURCE OF LIFE AND REALITY — GARY ALLEN HENECKE

Aseityis a noun applied only to God - self-derived, in contrast to
being derived from or dependent on another; being self-existent,
having independent existence. The aseity of God is his nature of
independent self-existence. God is uncaused, and uncreated. He
is the source of all that is - everything. Our God is the One who
originated everything and who sustains everything that exists.
The aseity of God means that he is the One in whom all other
things find their source, existence, and continuance. He is the
ever-present Power that sustains all life. There is no other source
of life and none other like him: “For I am God, and there is no
other; I am God, and there is none like Me” (Isaiah 46:9).

The aseity of God is expressed in Exodus 3:14. When Moses asked the Lord about his name, God
replied, “ AM WHO 1 AM” or “I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE.” God has no need. He is
complete in and of himself and always has been. God did not create man because he was lonely or
because he needed to create. He is and always has been complete/self-sufficient in and of himself.

God’s name I AM embodies the concept of God’s eternality and immutability, both of which are
qualities of his aseity. God is eternal (Psalm 90:2). He did not have a beginning. He has always been.
God is unchangeable (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17), always the same yesterday, today, and forever. He
will be what he is forever. All of God’s attributes—his love, power, wisdom, etc.—are eternal and
unchanging. They are as they have always been and will never be any different. God’s aseity assures
us that his autonomy is absolute. He alone decides what to do, and nothing can ever thwart his
purpose to keep his will. What he promises - will be! He does not predict - his Word causes.

Jesus Christ, being God in flesh, one with the Father. Jesus claimed the name I AM for himself (John
8:58; 18:6). Speaking of Jesus, Paul declares, “In him all things were created: things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have
been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together”
(Colossians 1:16-17). Jesus is not a created being. He came to earth as God in flesh and after His
resurrection ascended back into heaven to take His rightful place as Creator of the universe.

By faith we understand that the world was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was made
of things which do not appear. (Heb 11:3 RSV) You have been born anew, not of perishable seed
but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; (1Pe 1:23 RSV)

John 1:1-4, 14; I John 1:1-3; Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning
the thoughts and intentions of the heart. ” And before him no creature is hidden, but all are open
and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to do. (Heb 4:12-13 RSV)
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